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SAUDI ARABIA COUNTRY PROGRAMME EVALUATION SHEET 

National Ozone Unit, Presidency of Meteorology and Environment 

 Status of ratification of the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol 
 Signature Ratification Entry into effect 
 Vienna Convention (1985) 1 Mar 1993 30 Jun 1993 
 Montreal Protocol (1987) 1 Mar 1993 30 Jun 1993 
 London Amendment (1990) 1 Mar 1993 30 Jun 1993 
 Copenhagen Amendment  1 Mar 1993 30 Jun 1993 
 Montreal Amendment (1997) - - 
 Beijing Amendment (1999) - - 

Production of controlled substances: No controlled substances produced 
Consumption of controlled substances: (2005) 924.5  metric tonnes 
(other than HCFCs) 906.1  weighted tonnes (ODP) 
(tonnes) CFC-11 CFC-12 CFC-113 CFC-114 CFC-115 TOTAL Halon121 Halon130 TOTAL CTC MCF MB  
ODS  878.5  878.5  46.0 
ODP  878.5  878.5    27.6 

 Distribution of ODP by substance: CFC  97% MB 3%     
Distribution of ODP by sector: Aerosol Foam Halons Refrigeration Solvent MB  
Consumption (ODP tonnes):    878.5  27.6  
Percent of total:  97%                            3% 

 MONTREAL PROTOCOL             (ODP tonnes) CFCs  Halons  Methyl bromide 
 Baseline consumption 1,798.5 1064.0 0.6 
 Allowable level of consumption in 2007 269.7 532.0 0.5 
 Source: Country Programme (2007) 
 Country Programme 
Duration of country programme: 3 years (2008-2010) 
ODS phase out target: complete phase-out by  
 end of 2009 

Phase out priority area: Refrigeration servicing sector 
Cost of activities in country  US $2,135,000 

Strategy: 
The Government is committed to phasing out the consumption of ODS in a controlled and cost effective 
manner.  It will take the steps outlined in the Action Plan to meet its obligations under the Protocol.  
Development and implementation of control measures, public awareness campaigns and training 
activities are the main components of the action plan. Additional legislation will be put in place and 
enactment texts will be defined, where necessary, to meet the objectives described in the action plan. 
Technical monitoring capacity will be improved to ensure effective monitoring of the legal and technical 
provisions provided for under the Montreal Protocol. 
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COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FUND SECRETARIAT 

 
DESCRIPTION 
 
1. Based on a national survey conducted during the preparation of Saudi Arabia’s country 
programme, the ODS consumption in 2005 was estimated at 878.5 ODP tonnes of CFC-12 and 
27.6 ODP tonnes of methyl bromide.  This consumption data was reported under Article 7.   

2. The principal consumption of ODS in 2005 was in the refrigeration and air conditioning 
servicing sector and, with the inclusion of HCFC-22, amounted to 1,117.72ODP tonnes or 97.6% 
of total ODS consumption.  CFC-12 consumption could include a small quantity used by some 
SME refrigeration enterprises that may still manufacture small items of refrigeration equipment 
using CFC-12.  Halon 1211 and halon 1301 are still in use in critical areas, particularly in the oil 
and gas producing industries, although there were no imports in 2005.  Methyl bromide is used 
for the fumigation of dates and for QPS applications.  In 2005, methyl bromide consumption was 
estimated at 52.8 ODP tonnes, of which 27.6 ODP tonnes was for fumigation and 25.2 ODP 
tonnes for QPS applications.   

3. The Government of Saudi Arabia has ratified the Vienna Convention, the Montreal 
Protocol and the London and Copenhagen Amendments to the Protocol. 

4. The Government has indicated that conversion of the various manufacturing sectors that 
used ODS in Saudi Arabia is substantially complete and has been achieved without seeking 
support from the Multilateral Fund.  Saudi Arabia is now requesting support for capacity 
building measures and technical assistance needed to complete the phase-out of CFCs and 
methyl bromide, and to ensure sustainability of phase-out in the foam, halon and solvent sectors.  
Phase-out in the aerosol sector has been completed for a number of years and no further activities 
are envisaged.  Assistance is also sought to establish and support a national ozone unit.   

5. The Government of Saudi Arabia is proposing the updating of existing regulations, 
training of customs officers and promotion of the enforcement of regulations to curb illegal 
trade.  A national refrigeration and air-conditioning taskforce will be established to build the 
capacities of relevant national institutions, and to disseminate the concepts of good practice to 
refrigeration technicians.  It will also update codes of practice and vocational curricula, develop a 
compulsory certification scheme and carry out training programmes for technicians.  Recovery 
and recycling programmes will be implemented in the refrigeration and MAC sectors and a 
technical assistance programme implemented for the remaining SMEs involved in manufacturing 
small refrigeration equipment. Technical assistance will also be provided in the methyl bromide 
sector to facilitate the complete phase-out of methyl bromide for controlled uses.  Small 
technical awareness programmes will be implemented in the foam, halon and solvent sectors. 

6. The Government of Saudi Arabia is committed to meeting its obligations under the 
Montreal Protocol, although this is recognised as a challenging task in relation to the 2007 
85 per cent CFC reduction target, given that the proposed activities contained in the country 
programme will only commence at the end of 2007.  A request by the Government of 
Saudi Arabia for a change of baseline data for methyl bromide consumption is currently under 
consideration by the Implementation Committee.    



UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/53/59 
 
 

4 

7. At its 49th Meeting, the Executive Committee approved project preparation funding of 
US $65,000 to prepare this country programme combined with a national phase-out plan.  

SECRETARIAT’S COMMENTS 
 
8. The country programme also includes a capacity building and technical assistance project 
at a proposed cost of US $1,835,000 and a request for institutional strengthening funding to 
support a national ozone unit at a cost of US $300,000 over three years.  The Fund Secretariat’s 
comments and recommendations on these requests are presented in documents 
UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/53/52 and UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/53/18 respectively. 

9. The combined country programme/national phase-out plan for Saudi Arabia, as first 
submitted, raised the issue of the ability of the country to comply with the 2007 Protocol CFC 
phase-out target of 85 per cent.  The matter is fully addressed in the Secretariat’s comments on 
the capacity building and technical assistance project submission in the document referred to in 
the previous paragraph.  The review process resulted in a revision of the project proposal 
originally submitted as a national phase-out plan to a once off capacity building and technical 
assistance project without specific phase-out targets, which could be considered for approval 
without prejudice to the operation of the Protocol’s non-compliance mechanism.   

10. A second issue is Saudi Arabia’s methyl bromide consumption and its related baseline, 
which is currently established at 0.6 ODP tonnes.  Methyl bromide consumption data reported 
under Article 7 for 2005 amounted to 27.6 ODP tonnes.  At the 38th meeting of the 
Implementation Committee, Saudi Arabia requested a change to its methyl bromide baseline.  
Under Recommendation 38/35 the Implementation Committee requested additional data to 
support the proposal.  Saudi Arabia subsequently advised that data was being assembled, but that 
there was insufficient time to complete this activity prior to the 39th Meeting of the Committee.  
In Decision XIX/23 the Parties presumed that Saudi Arabia was in non-compliance with the 
control measures for methyl bromide and requested the country to provide an explanation for its 
excess consumption and a plan of action to return to compliance.  The plan of action might 
include import quotas and policy and regulatory instruments.  Pending consideration of this 
information Saudi Arabia was regarded to be a country in good standing and should continue to 
receive assistance.  The capacity building and technical assistance submission includes a 
technical assistance component of US $150,000 for methyl bromide as the final funding to assist 
Saudi Arabia to phase-out all remaining consumption in this sector.   

SECRETARIAT’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
11. The Fund Secretariat recommends approval of the Saudi Arabia country programme, 
noting that approval of the country programme does not denote approval of the projects 
identified therein or their funding levels. Approval of the Saudi Arabia country programme 
should be without prejudice to any decisions that might be taken by the Parties following 
consideration by the Implementation Committee of future consumption data submitted under 
Article 7 by the Government of Saudi Arabia and also its request for a change of baseline for 
methyl bromide.   
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12. The Fund Secretariat also recommends that the Government of Saudi Arabia be requested 
to present information annually to the Executive Committee on progress being made in the 
implementation of the country programme, in accordance with the decision of the Executive 
Committee on implementation of country programmes (UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/10/40, 
para. 135). Using the approved format, the initial report, covering the period 1 January 2007 to 
31 December 2007, should be submitted to the Fund Secretariat no later than 1 May 2008. 
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